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The John D. Wells Training

School.

BY REV. E. H. MILLER.

We present herewith a picture of the

new building of the John D. Wells

Training School for Christian workers, a

memorial to the late President of the

Board of Foreign Missions of the Presby-

terian Church in the U. S. A Dr. Wells

was for nearly fifty years a member of

that Board and for nearly twenty its

presiding officer, zealous even up to his

eighty-eighth year for the Lord’s work

in the far off lands. Not long before his

death he drafted a letter of greeting to

his beloved fellow workers in Korea, re-

joicing with us in the twentieth anni-

versary then being planned for. This

letter and the close regard he had for the

field opened to missionary effort in his

inaugural year led to friends and re-

latives choosing Korea as the location

for a memorial to his long activity for

missions.

The new building, a two story brick,

fifty-two by thirty-five feet in main di-

mensions. sits upon a sightly hill in the

eastern part of the city. We call it Mis-

sionary Ridge, for on it, stretching along

to the north from near the main street,
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are located seven of the missionary homes

in Seoul. With two schools, the Training

School and a Girls’ Boarding School, and

the local church work, the light that

cannot be hid is sending forth its rays

into a portion, at least, of this dark me.

tropolis, shining into sin cursed hearts

and making over lives into the image of

the Sinless One.

The past year the Boys’ School work

of Seoul Station of the Presbyterian Mis-

sion has been conducted in union with

similar work conducted heretofore by

the two Methodist Missions. On the in-

vitation of the M. E Mission the Union

School used the Pai Chai School proper-

ty at Chong Doug in the western part of

the city, and the results of that united

work so far justified our hopes that the

plan is to be continued for the coming

year in the new building.

Last year’s attendance averaged con-

siderably over a hundred, at one time a

hundred and thirty attending regularly,

somewhat crowding the accommoda-

tions. The new building however, seat-

ing over three hundred in the chapel by

throwing open two classrooms and mak-

ing the whole upper floor one, with a

hundred and twenty desk seatings in the

four rooms on the first floor, seems to

give promise of adequate accommodation

for a few years at least, and its sightly

location in the more residential part of

the city where there is abundance of

open ground and good air blowing over

the palace and temple grounds, add

greatly to its advantages for school work.

In the city, yet not among the disturbing

elements of either politics or business,

near enough to the centre to make avail-

able lecture privileges and the advan-

tages of a large church work, yet in the

quiet of a suburb, it seems to attain to

that mean so desirable in the location of

a school for boys and young men who
are being trained for the work of the

church of Christ in Korea.

Motives For Seeking Christ.

BY REV, C. E. SHARP.

The revival has been felt widely out-

side of the church itself. Outside of the

church there has been a widespread in-

terest in Christianity In Whang Hai

Do three phases are plainly discernible .

Among many who have been turning to

Christianity the principal motive has

been a desire for protection and power

.

Owing to the uncertainties of the times

people have been banding together for

mutual help. Societies almost without

number have sprung up, all political in

their aims. An occurrence at Taitan

illustrates the motive which lies behind

much of the interest in Christianity at

the present time. A number of people

w nt to a prominent man in the village,

an excommunicated member of the

church, and said “There are a good
many societies being organized

;
there is

the II Chin society and this society and

that society and the other, and we think

it will be to our advantage to join one of

them. You are an educated man and

know more about these things than we
do, and we would like your advice as to

which one we would better join.’’ These

men were simply after the protection

which comes from union. The reply

that they received was that there was

only one society that amounted to any-

thing, and that was the Christian church

Another motive that is moving many
at the present time is more refined than

the above. Many are realizing the fail-

ure of the ancient civilization of their

fathers in the stress of the twentieth

century. They see that the nations

styled Christian are the ones that today

possess the highest civilization and

culture, and, turning from the old, they

are now seeking the new. But with

many of these Christianity means a kind

of civilization only. They do not dis-

tinguish between Christianity itself and
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some of its results. These people are

calling for schools and western learning

and western culture. Many of them do

not know what spiritual hunger is, and

when the spiritual nature of Christianity

is explained to them they turn from it.

But there is also a third phase of this

turning to Christianity at the present

time. There does exist a real soul

hunger and there is a real work of God’s

Spirit in the hearts of many. An in-

cident will illustrate this. Many years

ago a man of considerable education

from a Korean point of view was receiv-

ed as a catechumen, but never showed

very much interest in the church or in

Christianity in its spiritual aspects.

This last spring he came before the ses-

sion for examination for baptism. He
said that he had been a catechumen for

many years, but that he had never been

a real Christian
;
but that this last winter

he had experienced a great change, and

now everything seemed different to him.

He had formerly studied the Bible, but

now it was a new book to him. Every-

thing seemed different, and he had be-

come a changed man. This man is now
the leading spirit in a very promising

new group. In the examinations which

I conducted in the spring it was very

evident that during the winter, especial-

ly in January and February, a deep and

real work of the Holy Spirit was ex-

perienced in many parts of the field.

A Wonderful Week.
BY MISS M. R. HILLMAN.

The first of November we were privi-

leged to have Dr. H irdie with us in three

daily revival services for nearly a week

We had gone with the Bible woman into

the homes several weeks previous to his

coming, telling the women of the pro-

posed services and urging them to so ar-

range their work as to make church go-

ing the business for a week.

What a wonderful week that was!
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Though having attended many blessed re-

vival services at home, we had never before

seen such intense conviction of sin, such

marked manifestation of the Spirit’s pre-

sence and power, and such direct answer

to prayer. Our faithful Bible woman,

convulsed with emotion, sobbed out her

confession of jealousy and lack of love.

Her anguish of conviction was soon trans-

formed into the peace which passeth un-

derstanding, and her life has borne the

fruits of the Spirit since that time. An-

other wonderful instance of God’s power

to save was manifested in the case of a

poor widow, whom we verily thought a

member of our Gideon’s band. No night

was too dark, and no weather too stormy

to hinder her attendance, and she always

participated in the services either by

prayer or by word of testimony, yet al-

ways in her public prayer she was plead-

ing that the sin of her life be put far

from her. During the services she arose

and made what must have been for her a

most humiliating confession, and since

that time her development into a most

aggressive Christian worker has been

truly marvellous. Not many weeks later

she came, saying she felt she must tell

others of this wonderful power whicn

the indwelling Spirit gives for victory

over sin. Since that time she has visited

the churches of Nam Yang, those of Poo

Pyong and Kang Wha and adjoining is-

lands : all this without even a cent from

us to defray her expenses. Her reports

on returning were full of joy and that

she was a blessing to the churches she

visited was proven by the testimony of

the various churches and the urgent re-

quest that she be sent to them again as a

regular Bible woman. From time to

time during the year the young women
of the Epworth League have gone out to

neighboring places to hold services with

the women. Recently the young women
and young men have united in our Ep-

worth League, leading alternately.



184 THE KOREA MISSION FIELD.

The Alexander Sampson Rest
House.

BY REV. H. E. BLAIR.

To the Toronto Ladies Prayer Circle.

Dear Friends:

I have just recently returned from a

trip to Kang Kai, and, as I had the

pleasure of spending a very delightful

rest period in the Alexander Sampson

Rest House, which your gifts have pro-

vided for our use, I feel that it is nothing

but fitting that I write you concerning

the growth of the work in and about

Kang Kai.

Mr. Bernheisel of Pyeng Yang and I

went together on our trip, spending a

month on the way, visiting the churches

as we went. Everywhere we were met

with a heart gladdening welcome. We
had been compelled to put up in all

kinds of Korean mud huts and to climb

many high mountain passes and walk

many long miles before the walls of

Kang Kai appeared around the bend of

the river to the east of us. It was a

fine day and our spirits good and we

went into the city with glad hearts. Our

arrival was soon proclaimed, and before

we had gotten far inside the walls our

Christian friends came streaming out of

every lane and across all vacant lots to

meet us. We had entered a side gate

so as to avoid the worst crowd, but the

Christians were crowd enough to make

us feel embarrassed upon entering a

strange city for the first time.

We found the Rest House all in order

and heated up in expectancy. The

clean yard and cleanly papered walls and

ceilings and the new mats on the floors

and the beautiful location of the house

made it seem like a paradise to us after

our weary experiences in dirty hovels.

The house is a genuine Korean tile

house, but one of the best I have seen

in Korea. It has large, airy rooms, for

Korean rooms, and four or five times as

big as the average house.

There are some very interesting facts

connected with the man of whom the

house was bought. His name is Kim
Tai Jang. Tai Jang means “Great Com-
mander,’’ and it seems he somewhat de-

serves the title. For many years the King
has honored him with important offices.

He has been the magistrate in all the

large magistracies of our province. He
has been commander of all the military

defences of the north. When the Rus-

sian soldiers first came into Korea at the

beginniug of the war this man was in

charge of the garrison at Kang Kai.

The Koreans there are a strong, brave

set of men, and the whole city turned

out to follow this man’s lead in keeping

the Russians from entering the gates.

So successful was their defence that,

after a short attack and repulse, the

Russians gave up the attempt aud march-

ed on past the city. A few months later

the commander gave up his post and re-

tired to private life, moving down south

here to a country home in one of the

quiet mountain valleys of Wi Ju county.

It was just after that that your gift en-

abled us to think of buying a house in

Kang Kai. When the time came the

house this general had left in the hands

of an agent was the house purchased. It

is probably the best house in the city,

and we are glad the former owner was a

man worth honoring.

The best fact about this general is that

since coming down to Wi Ju to live he

has become a strong Christian. Im-

mediately he commenced making a tho -

rough business of his profession. Rumors

came to us of his decision. Then he came

down to Syen Chyen to attend the Bible

class. It was good to see a great man
join in as one with these farmers and

mechanics. After his return home came

more rumors that his was a true conver-

sion. He was preaching
;
had taken his

mule and ridden up and down his valley

to urge his friends and neighbors to give
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up their foolish superstitions and believe

in Christ. That was only six or eight

months ago, and now that little valley

has a church jjbuilding and some two

hundred believers regularly worshipping

God every Sabbath day. The Holy Spi-

rit uses noble, Koreans as \tyell as the

noble of other rao^s in accomplishing the

coming of His Kingdom.

But I wish to tell you more of Kang
Kai, that beautiful city so far away, as it

seems to me now as I write of it. I

never saw so beautiful a place. All the

natural beauties I had ever imagined see-

ing in paradise are there. No golden

streets : far from it, they are filthy, dirty

as are all Korean streets. But those

wonderful mountains and valleys and

nooks and forests and sparkling waters !

It is impossible to describe them. To
the northwest is a mountainside, every

inch of which, as we saw it from the

city, looked like some dreamland coun-

try. The trees were in the right places

to soften the ragged rocks of the preci-

pices, and the fields on the mountain

sides looked clean and distinct against

the various shades of green. To the

south stretches a great open sweep of a

valley, like the hollow of a great wave,

dotted with valleys and groves. The
big river, Dong Nai Kang, as it is called,

comes toward the city from almost due

south, turns at the foot of the precipice

on top of which the city is built, and

flows due west toward the Yalu. At the

west corner of the city it is joined by

another large stream which forms the

line of the northwest wall of the city.

To the north the city rises gradually up

to a beautiful grove, the constant delight

of all the children and pleasure seekers

of the region . Sorry to say, it is also

the retreat of evil women and their com-

panions, of whom there are more in

those distant sections of the province

than here in the southern end.

The Alexander Sampson Rest House

is close to the southern city wall and

directly above the great precipice, its

back to the city wall and river, and fac-

ing the city and the grove, which makes
a beautiful background. The church is

to the east across a ravine from the Rest

House. Here some ten thousand of the

brightest, strongest Koreans I have met

live and do a thriving business.

The church has had a rapid growth

since Lee, the present leader, began to

believe in 1901. Since then the increase

has been nearly one hundred per cent

yearly. Now there are about four hun-

dred Christians inside the city walls and

nearly one thousand in the district. We
admitted a group of the finest Korean

gentlemen I have ever met to the cate-

chumenate there this spring, big business

men with fine education and the best of

mental culture. It is a great pleasure to

come in touch with such men, and,

though they are totally different from

our western men, they are true men,

sincere and perfectly gentlemanly. I am
sending you a list of the people, as we

used it in examining those who applied

for admission to the catechumenate.

Think of all that list means, wasted lives

for many years for some, saved in early

childhood for others. Think of the

heathen shrines deserted and the sacred

tablets burned. Think of the Korean

Christians, Bibles with them, telling the

good news always . Think of the wonder-

ings, fears, dawnings of the conscious-

ness of sin, repentauces, findings of the

Savior and forgiveness, the cleansed

lives, the happy lives, think of all this

little step means, and then don’t forget

to rejoice and pray for them.

Yeng Pyen City. An Appeal.

BY REV. C. D. MORRIS.

It will be difficult for many people to

believe that there is a city only two

hundred and thirty li north of Pyeng

Yang that is about as conservative and
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indifferent to the world at large as Pyeng

Yang was before the Japanese-Chinese

war. It is true that there come some

changes incidental to the new order of

things, but, for all that, Yeng Pyen has

not really opened up to anything new

and lies content in her historical seclu-

siveness. Many of the people live and

die without scarcely ever being outside

the walls. Young men are here who

have never seen An-ju, which is only

sixty li away, and a few days ago an en

terprising young blacksmith told me that

he had never been as far as the village

of Su-moru, which lies thirty five li away

on the An-ju road. Old families are here

who have great pride in their ancestry

and who are content that the past should

not be disturbed by the coming of the

new. Little is heard of the outside

world. A few have heard of the great

Christian movement in Pyeng Yang and

Syen Chyun, but outside our church

membership scarcely anyone realizes

anything about the extent of the work—

whether the Christians are numbered by

tens, hundreds, or thousands. Surround-

ed by the mountains, they do not see

many travellers and so have only vague

ideas of what is taking place so near them

.

When spoken to about Christianity they

say that it is a good thing and that the

Christians are good people, but they are

content to follow in the footsteps of their

fathers. No other city in the north is so

famous for devil worship. The shrines

may be seen ever3'where, and some of

them are very elaborate. During their

holiday season the beating of the drums

accompanying their worship can be heard

for several days with scarcely an inter-

mission. There are a large number of

wealthy families who lead the easy, cor-

rupt life of their class. While not active-

ly opposing our work, and being usually

very courteous, their influence is against

the accepting of Christianity and the

casting away of old traditions.

The above will give -some idea of the
problem that confronts the new station

at Yeng Pyen where there is only one
missionary and his wife to carry on the
work. A medical missionary would be
of immense service in breaking up this

old conservatism. We have a stable little

church, but our numbers are small. Judg-
ing by what we have seen at other

places, the same amount of work at many
points in Korea would have resulted is a

church of several hundred, but here

much seed sowing has had to be done
and so far while we have great reason

for encouragement our results are com-
paratively small. True, we have a real

beginning, but we long for an ingather-

ing like what is rejoicing the hearts of

our brethren is other parts of this field.

Being the capital of this province, this

city has a very important relation to all

these northern counties, and if thorough-

ly evangelized would be a mighty power.

We appeal to our fellow laborers,

whose strength is spent in caring for the

multitudes who are turning to the Lord

in other places, and who have not had

and do not have such experiences as we

are having here in trying to break up

this solid heathen soil, to pray for this

old conservative city and the efforts that

are being made to evangelize her people.

We are doing our best and our faithful

helpers are not lacking in their endea-

vors. We rejoice with you in the glorious

success you are having, but we earnestly

hope that you will in the midst of your

joy remember Yeng Pyen and pray for

her speedy reception of the Gospel and

surrender to its claims.

Seed by The Wayside
BY REV. W. F. BULL.

While we were at a place called Mot
Umai, up in the mountains from Kunsan,

an old one-eyed man came into our room

at the inn and introduced himself to me.
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then turned to my- helper, Mr. Kim, and

said to him “Dorf’t you remember me?”

He replied ‘‘I can’t say that I do.” The

old man then said “Don’t you remem-

ber, four year^ ago, when you were on

your way to Seoul, you met me on the

big road over here and gave me a tract,

and as we walked along together you

talked to me about the Gospel? Weil,

I went home and read that tract over and

thought about what you had said, and 1

thought that that was just the thing I

wanted. I told my old my wife about it

and she became even more interested

than I, and together we have longed to

hear more. Well, some time after that

I met a Christian merchant from down

your wav, and asked him to bring me
some books the next time he came. He

promised me he’d do so, and sure

enough the next time he came he

brought me some little books, and my
old wife and I have been studying them

night and day ever since, but secretly

for fear of persecution. But there were

so many things that we could not under r

stand that we have longed for some one

to teach us. 1 heard that you were here

and came over to see you. My old wo-

man wanted to come too, but she’s old

aud couldn’t well come.”

We were leaving that day for another

point about ten miles away, and though

my helper was to walk all the way with

a heavy pack of books on his back, he

volunteered to go by way of the old

man’s house to read and explain the

Bible to them. When Mr. Kim joined us

again that night he was radiant with joy

over his visit to this old man’s home.

He said that the old ladj* gave him a

most cordial welcome, and as he read

and explained the Bible to them they

listened with the intensest interest, and

that as he read about Christ’s death and

sufferings on the cross for our sins the

tears were running down the old lady’s

cheeks. When he left they thanked

him for coming and urged him not to

forget them and to send them a pible

(then out of print) by the very first op-

portunity. Is not this the work of the

Holy Spirit, and is not the Gospel a gos-

pel of power ?

Pupil Teachers.

BY MISS M. B. BARRETT.

Mrs. Sin, who for so many years has

been our main dependence, has done

much less class room work than former-

ly, that being done by two pupil teachers.

She has continued satisfactorily to dis-

charge the duties of matron aud has

taught part of the year a class in arith-

metic and part of the time also some

Bible work. All these she did in the

morning and gave her afternoons entire-

ly to evangelistic work, holding several

classes once a week in different neighbor-

hoods and visiting the women in their

homes, thus doing a work the results of

which can not be measured. Mr. Kim, a

Christian Korean (editor of the Christian

News), taught Chinese two hours daily

the entire year. The bulk of the teaching

was done as was mentioned above by two

of the girls, Unhay and Chongie. They

taught the lower classes in Chinese, arith-

metic, and Bible, and all the reading and

writing of Unmun. During the spring

one of them added a beginning class in

English to her other work. They also

taught in the needlework department

and conducted study hour. Both girls

continued their own studies, taking Chi-

nese, Arithmetic, and Bible, beside which

Dr. Gale gave them daily lessons in En-

glish till he left on his furlough, when I

took it up. They read the First, Second,

and part of the Third Readers much as

students at home read Latin. I want to

open up to them the vast wealth of En-

glish literature as the main end. Whether

they can talk English (and they can not

much) seems to me to be at prese an t

matter of little consequence. As a foreign
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language studied to be spoken I regard

the Japanese as much more practical and

important. Three of the men who have

asked for wives from among our girls

this year speak Japanese fluently. Would

it not be an advantage if the wife too

knew a little of it?

Wesley Church, Chemulpo.

BY REV. E. M. CABLE.

The past year has been one of great

trial and discouragement for Wesley

church. The pastcy, Kim Kuei Pom,

has not done any work during the year,

thus leaving the church without a pastor

the whole year. Brother Kim, while

apparently able to do the work, com-

pletely failed us, and his constant demand

for salary without service discouraged

the brethren and his presence among

them has been any thing but healthful

to the church. He seems to have devel-

oped a chronic melancholia.

Then too, the Japanese big appropria-

tion of land under the plea of military

necessity robbed many of the Christians

of their homes and property, causing

hard feelings and a general depression

of spirit. However the congregations

have been large throughout the whole

year, averaging on Sunday about five

hundred. More than two hundred new

ones have enrolled their names on the

church records, and many of them have

entered upon the courses of study re-

quired by the church and are pursuing

the same with great interest. Regular

classes for the instruction of the inquir-

ers are held once a week.

The Sunday School has grown in

numbers and interest during the year.

There has been an average attendance

of five hundred, and more than one

hundred and fifty of these are children

belonging to Christian parents. It does

one good to see the interest these boys

and girls take in the Sunday School and

the pride and satisfaction they manifest

in preparing the lessons. The school is

divided into twenty classes and all are

under carefully chosen teachers.

Wesley still continues to be self-sup-

porting. Not only so, but more than

four hundred yen has been raised toward

the running expenses qf the Collins day

school. The brethren this year ask for

an ordained native preacher and are in

a position to pay him whatever salar)’ is

necessary. My regret is that I have

not given the church the oversight it

should have had
;
but my country work

necessitated my being absent a great

deal of the time, and therefore the

church has had to care for itself. The
church should have one of our best

native ordained preachers.

Chai Ryung Station.

BY DR. H. C. WHITING.

For a number of years the province of

Whang Hai has been worked by mission-

aries living in Seoul and Pyeng Yang,

and it has only been within the last three

or four )
Tears that the idea of establishing

a new station in the center of this pro-

vince has asserted itself. As the work

expanded the necessity for this step be-

came more and more imperative. The

province is large, thickly populated, and

hard to work on account of distances,

ferries, mountain passes, bad roads, and

the expense in time, energy, and money

in getting to and from Seoul or Pyeng

Yang to the distant groups.

Two years ago a committee was ap-

pointed by Mission to locate a new sta-

tion in the province. This committee re-

ported in favor of Chai Ryung, a city

which is centrally located. At the last

Annual Meeting Rev. W. B. Hunt, Rev.

C. E. Sharp, Rev. E. W. Koons, and Dr.

H. C. Whiting were appointed to open

the station. On May ist of this year the

station came into existence. We hereby

make our bow to the Mission and here-

with send greetings to the Board of



THE KOREA MISSION FIELD. 189

Foreign Missions in New York and to the

great church of Christ which sent us out

and provides us the sinew's of \yar.

In addition to^the reasons Ayhich usual-

ly operate in the decision to start new
stations, still rljfore weighty ^>nes existed

in this case. New stations are usually

located in unoccupied territory for the

purpose of beginning the work, or for the

carrying on of work that is yet in its be-

ginnings. One of the main reasons in

the present case may be said to be the

proper oversight of a work that has al-

ready reached large proportions— so large

that it is impossible for the missionaries

to properly care for it while living at a

distance. If we are under obligation to

the Great Head of the Church to begin

work by preaching the Gospel to those

who have never heard it, how much
greater is the obligation to nourish and

train the “babes in Christ” whom He
places in our charge. In this territory

there are now in round numbers ioo

groups, 2,000 communicants, and a cor-

respondingly large number of catechu-

mens and other adherents, with elders,

deacons, leaders, helpers, school teachers,

and theological students, all constantly

needing advice and help.

Neither should the more distinctly

evangelistic aspect of the work be lost

sight of. Never were a people more re-

ceptive. More than that, many are thirst-

ing for the Gospel. Go where you will,

in remote mountain villages or in the

midst of broad rice plains, the field is

white—nay more than ripe—to the har-

vest. One or two instances will illustrate

this. One member of the station was

waiting for a train at Sai Rai Won when
he was approached by a stranger, who
introduced himself and then went on to

say that he had begun to believe about

four months previous, that in the village

in which he lived fifty souls had recently

decided to believe, that they were ignor-

ant, and they would like to have the mis-

sionary come and see them and teach

them. Another member of the station

was passing through a mountain village

some distance from Chai Ryung. The

head man of the village came out and

walked with him a mile or more, talking

as they went He said that he had heard

that some foreigners had come to Chai

Ryung—one a physician, and that they

taught a strange doctrine. He was com-

ing in to see the doctor and talk with

the teacher about this new doctrine. So

it is everywhere—the word has gone

hither and yon, and now the people want

to hear more of the truth.

Our needs are many, our opportunities

legion, and the force insignificant. First

of all we need the prayers of God’s liv-

ing saints that we, our helpers, teachers,

elders, and leaders may all be filled with

faith, wisdom, devotion, and power : that

the words of Acts 1:8 may be our con-

stant experience
;
“Ye shall receive

Power when the Holy Ghost is come up-

on you.” Then we need the temporal

things which it is your privilege as

“Stewards” of God to give. Let us

speak plainly. We need money for three

houses, fencing of property, a well, a

dispensary, and stock of drugs. We al-

ready have a fixed-over Korean house

teuantable for a short time, and a new

house, the gift of Mr. Nathaniel Tooker

of East Orange, built on a hill at the

edge of the city. We have bought a

tract of land large enough for our station

for years to come—also the gift of Mr.

Tooker. Chai Ryung is about fifty miles

from Pyeng Yang and one hundred and

seventy-five from Seoul It is a heathen

city. For health reasons, for moral rea-

sons, for the preservation of the work-

ing force, conserving their strength, and

making them most effective, three.houses

should be built at once. As it now is,

one family will live in the new house.

One family will live in the “made-over’ ’

house surrounded by other Korean
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houses, unsanitary and subject to the

smells and disgusting sights of such sur-

soundings. The other two men must

live away from their work, one in Pyeng

Yang and the other in Seoul. It is your

privilege to see that next year all of us

can live in comfortable houses accessible

to our fields of labor.

All other stations have had to begin in

a small way, a house one year, and per-

haps in two or three years another. But

the native work too was small at first, so

but one or two missionaries at a time

W’ere appointed to these stations. With

Chai Ryung however it is different. We
have a large work already developed, as

mentioned above—a work requiring

every particle of strength that the force

of workers assigned to this field can

bring to bear. Therefore the old policy

of building should be set aside and three

additional houses be built at once.

The medical work also needs adequate

quarters. The dispensary now being

used is two Korean rooms, each about

eight feet by six in size, low ceiling,

mud floors, mud walls, and thatched

roof. Yet in these rooms over 1500 sick

have been treated the past year during

Dr. Whiting’s visits to the city.

In studying the Korean field today we

are convinced a crisis in the history of

the Korean people is upon us. The

time is past for holding back. It is now

or never—forward. The general direc-

tion of the political future of the nation

is settled. The thunder of the guns of

Port Arthur. Liao Yang, and Mukden

decided that question. What shall be

their future religiously and spiritually?

That is for the great Christian Church

to answer, and to answer Now.

Wonsan Bible Conference

BY DR. D. E. HAHN.

The third annual Bible Conference

was held at Wonsan from August 5th. to

1 2th., inclusive. Daily devotional ex-

ercises were conducted by Rev. C. G.
Hounshell, and the study of the Second
Coming of Christ was ldd by Rev. M. C.
Fenwick, the study of Zechariah by Mr.
Hounshell. The conference was a help-
ful one. Gqd revealed tdfus siu in such
a light as we had potheen it in before.
Praise God for victory over sin. The
one desire of all present was that God
would show to us the awfulness of sin,

to see it in the light that the sinless

Christ sees it in, that we might be the
better prepared for the work to which
we are called. The word of God is dear-

er and means more to us today than
ever.

Convicted and Confessed.
BY DR. ROSETTA S. HALL.

A woman from Cha-san was deeply
convicted of sin at morning prayers, led

by Dr. Hardie. She cried out in agony
that she was too great a sinner to be

saved. When questioned as to her sins,

she confessed among other things of

having sent her daughter to us for treat-

ment some years ago, and to avoid paying

for her pretending she was not hers, but

just a poor child that she pitied. Wring-

ing her hands and striking her breast,

she cried aloud she was lost
;
but being

assured it was such that the Savior came
to seek, she ere long rejoiced in his

pardoning love. On her return home,

she sent her daughter, Po pe, who was

in need of further treatment, back to us,

this time with money to provide for her

expenses. A few months later Po-pe’s

mother died suddenly from a stroke of

apoplexy. She was faithful to the last,

and had interested her family and some
of the neighbors in her Savior. Po-pe’s
father is desirous of carrying out the
mother’s plan of having Po pe receive a
good education and become a Christian
worker. Po-pe is a hunch-back and not
strong, but a plaster of paris jacket re-

lieves her, and she has progressed nicely

in our day school in both Korean and
Chinese. She was baptized recently and
has made herself loved by all.



THE KOREA MISSION FIELD. 191
_ —

—

The lAcrea Mission Field.
i___ i

Published monthly at Seoul in th^ interest of
all the Evangelical fissions in Korea.

j C. C. Vinton, M. D.
realtors.

(
M iss sa^ie b. Harbaugh-.

Annual subscription", including postage, 80
sen, or 40 cents gold.
Single copies 7 sen, four of same issue for 25

sen.

Subscription may be sent to
Mr. M. H. Hogel, 156 Fifth Ave., New York,
Rev. G. H. Jones, 150 Fifth Ave., New York,
Rev. J. K. McCulloch, 346 Public Square,
Nashville, Tenn.

Upon business matters address C. C. Vinton
Seoul, Korea.

Eui Ju’s Challenge.

BY REV. C. E. KEARNS.

Wanted—by 4875 Eui Ju Christians, a

missionary for church and academy work.

Salary 200 yen per month and house.

Academy buildings and expenses all pro-

vided. Moving expenses to Eui Ju

paid. American preferred. Must speak

Korean

.

Such in effect is the message of Eui Ju

to the Northern Presbyterian Mission.

The accompanying map shows the rea-

sons for this demand. The crosses are

churches, the figures show the present

number of Christians in each church.

Within a twenty -five miles radius—

a

smaller area than dozens of American

towns—are thirty churches with nearly

5,000 Christians. It will be 8,000 next

year and 12,000 the next—work enough

for one missionary at least. Besides

there are twenty primary schools and the

nucleus of an academy.

The academy is the occasion of the

present clamor. Eui Ju has always

wanted a missionary. The church here

dates back to the beginning of missions

in Korea. Dr. John Ross of Moukden

baptized the first converts before the

opening of Korea. It has always been a

progressive church. Eui Ju is the im-

memorial gateway of Korea. Her peo-

ple have always engaged in foreign com-

merce and to this day they may be met

in the markets of Osaka and Hongkong,

Bangkok and San Francisco. They are

a wide awake people. Five years ago

when the mission station was opened in

Syen Chyun, Eui Ju’s disappointment

that their city had not been selected was

great. They have rejoiced in the growth

of Syen Chyun but they have never ceas-

ed to regret that no missionaries have

been sent to them.

The academy pointed the way. Ko-

rea’s helplessness at the close of the war

turned the minds of heathen and Christ-

ian alike to education. To put their

country on an equal footing with other

nations they must have schools. The

Christian primary schools were well

enough, but they did not go far enough.

Eui Ju must have an academy. Mission-

aries had built expensive academies in

other places. They were paying thou-

sands of yen annually for running ex-
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penses and sometimes the3r had been

known to even hire students to attend.

Eui Ju had the price and there was no-

thing to hinder her from building an

academy and providing the students and

the running expenses. She could also

provide a house for the foreigner and his

salary, if only a foreigner could be in-

duced to come. Surely among so many

there must be one that could be spared

for such a big work. Eui Ju men have

been all over Korea and they knew of a

place where above twenty clergymen

were looking after a much smaller num-

ber of Christians than Eui Ju could show

with not one to look after them. And

the academy would give double weight

to the request for a man.

So far but little encouragement has

been met. Informed that the mission

would not permit one of its members to

receive salary from the Korean church,

they have withdrawn the offer of salary.

The offer of a missionary house is now
held in abeyance to see what the mission

will do. But the academy building is

provided. A 25 kan tiled house large

enough to accommodate 100 students, on

a fine site near the church outside the

south gate, has been provided. The in-

come of the school has been provided by

pledges of one yen per month by 180

members of the Eui Ju Academy Associa-

tion. The students are there, 30 of them,

with the prospect of many more if the

mission will assign a man to the school.

Of course there must be Korean assist-

ants. Mr. Kim Sangun, a graduate of

the Pyeng Yang academy, has been

secured as first assistant at a salary of

yen 30 per month. Two other Pyeng

Yang graduates are giving their services

for the present, also an instructor in Jap-

anese. The school was opened July 2

for the summer session in preparation

for the formal opening whenever a for-

eign superintendent can be secured. At

present it is a school without a head,

with yen 180 per month income and yen

30 per month expenses. It is offered to

the mission. Eui Ju turns longing, even

tearful ey^s to the mission and clamors

with all the power of her 4,875 Christian

and uncoupted thousands of heathen

throats “Wanted— a. Man!”
\ f

Field Notes.

Miss K. C- Wambold, Seoul: On Wed-

nesdays the meetings at Chandari, some

distance outside the West Gate, are wTell

attended. After studying a chapter the

younger women can give the headings of

the chapter, and some of the elderly ones

can also, if carefully encouraged. The

Korean woman often says “Oh, I am

only a woman, and therefore my mind is

dark
;
how can I understand anything ?”

It takes time and effort to persuade her

that the feminine mind really can com-

prehend.

Dr. Emma Ernsberger , Seoul: On

Thanksgiving Day 1903, a woman who

had fainted by the way was brought to

the dispensary ,
a case of attempted sui-

cide by lye poisoning. For several days

she bad not been able to swallow and

was in an almost dying condition. We
worked with her all night. Early in the

morning the obstruction was removed,

and she lived. Like so many others, out

of gratitude she came to the church.

The following spring she came out in-

to a clear and blessed Christian expe.

rience. Her mother and husband are now

professors.

But what I really started out to tell

you was, this woman, driven by a hus-

band’s cruelties to attempted self destruc-

tion, saved by the grace of God is now

our dispensary Bible woman. Subdued

and humbled by the things which she has

suffered, with a grateful heart she tells

the story of Christ’s love to the thou-

sands who come for treatment.
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Rev . P. S. Miller, Chongju ; The

local book room was a centre of wide

spread influence from which large quan-

tities of literature were scattered—book-

lets 6757, leaflets 30000. Qn market

days when abo^ut five thousand men
visit the city, the s^hpol boys distribute

leaflets, sometimes three thousand a

market day.

Rev. L. B. Tate
, Chunju: Work is now

beginning to open up towards the south-

east, though we have not been able to do

anything in that section except look

after the places where meetings were

started. The work has grown up out of

preaching and book-selling we did two,

three, and four years ago. The five new
groups in that section visited by me this

spring are all located in villages where I

sold books and the meetings conducted

by the men who bought the books.

The Neglected Provinces

of Korea.

BY REV. F. S. MILLER.

North and South Chung Cheng Pro-

vinces are in west central Korea. Their

area is about 14,000 square miles, their

population is about 1,000,000 souls.

These provinces are called the “Gentle-

man Provinces” by the Koreans, on ac-

count of the large number of the high

class people residing there. In the early

days of mission work in Korea the evan-

gelization of these provinces was under-

taken by a mission which afterwards with-

drew from the field, so that the territory

was left unoccupied except for occasion-

al visits.

A missionary of the Southern Presby-

terian Mission residing in Chulla Pro-

vince itinerates over a small area in the

southwestern corner of South Chung
Cheng Province. A missionary and his

wife of the Methodist Mission have

moved this year into Kongju in the

Southern Province. The Northern Pres-

byterian Mission has chosen Chongju in

the Northern Province, and near the cen-

ter of the two provinces, as its station

site and has set aside two clerical mis-

sionaries and one medical missionary

with their wives to take charge of its

work in the northern and eastern parts

of the two provinces.

Chongju is the military capital of the

provinces, and has a market place where

5,000 people gather every five days. The

sites of the dispensary and book room

will be near the market. These 5,000

people, representing 5,000 homes or 25,-

000 persons will afford abundant oppor-

tunity for preaching and medical work.

When we distribute leaflets on the mar-

ket place, three thousand of these peo-

ple become our advertising agents and

carry the news of the “Jesus Doctrine”

to a thousand villages.

A three days’ journey will take a

Chongju missionary to the sea towns of

the extreme west, or the Han river vil-

lages of the north coast, or the mountain

valleys of the southeastern part of the

provinces, and between these points he

will find one million souls who sit in

darkness. Although the work in the

city of Chongju was begun less than a

year ago,- over one hundred attend the

Sunday services, and sixty or seventy

the prayer meeting. Although no,bap-

tisms have yet been administered, the

church supports a school with a high-

priced teacher educated in Japan, and

pays half the support of a home mission-

ary.

High and low are being reached. A
scholarly and well-to-do old gentleman

has put away his concubine—providing

for her and her son—and is now a happy

Christian. Another prosperous mer-

chant has taken back the wife he had

sent away and is preparing to send

away his concubine. He recently called

in his debtors and gave them easy terms
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that enabled them to pay their debts.

Another merchant gave up his business

to undertake the far harder work of a

colporter at a financial loss. Another

who has enough to live on closed his

shops and is teaching the lower school

free of charge.

The helper who acts as pastor was re-

cently called downtown early Sabbath

morning to help comfort a prodigal,

weeping over his sins. He hastened

from this house to the church and from

there went home at noon for his break-

fast. Morning, noon and night he is busy

helping to lay the foundations of a great

work. The colporters are doing good

work, some market days selling as

many as 150 books. Last year they dis-

tributed 65,000 gospel leaflets all over

the provinces, and these books and

leaflets are awakening interest in all

parts. Recently when detained at a

wayside inn a missionary found nine

men so interested in the gospel that they

banded together then and there to pray

and study the Word. The country

churches, though composed of poor peo-

ple largely, pay half the support of a

home missionary, and some of them

have church buildings provided entirely

by their own gifts. God helps those wTho

help themselves.
This is very needy field. At the pre-

sent time there is no physician in the two

provinces. Any that seek medical aid,

taking Chongju as the center of the pro-

vinces, must take a four days’ trip to

Seoul, if he is able to walk and can stand

the trip, or he might go to Kunsan a

four days’ journey. Many of the Koreans

will not take these journeys in quest of a

physician, and only a few could do so if

they would. All the diseases that flesh

is heir to, and the climate will permit to

flourish, are found among the Koreans.

Their condition is made worse by their

unsanitary mode of life, and by the fact

that diseases wdth one or two exceptions

are not treated by toe Koreans in a way

that does any good.
k
Surgery is wholly

unknown.

They believe that disWse is caused by

a demon that enters the body, therefore

they most frequently use a needle in or-

der that the evil spirit may find an exit.

These punctures are made in the body in

any place with utter disregard to the an-

atomy even including the eye. Where
sepsis is unknown the lamentable results

had better be imagined than written.

The Korean medicines include all kinds

of charms and inert and poisonous things,

tiger bones, bear claws, excreta, spiders,

wasps, venom of snakes, etc. A foreign

physician would save thousands of lives

otherwise murdered through ignorance
;

MURDERED is not too strong a word ;

MURDERED, innocent children and

helpless sufferers.

The medical work also opens up the

country to the gospel, and reaches many
homes that would otherwise be closed

There are a million people in these two

provinces, and with a station opened at

Chongju a physician wTill be located near

the center of the district. What that

must mean to many a home only the

Koreans can say

.

Korea is a ripe harvest field to-day.

The entire laud is open for the preach-

ing of the gospel. Not only are people

ready to hear, but they are so anxions

that the churches are crowded with earn-

est worshippers, and groups of believers

are constantly springing up and asking

the missionaries to come and teach them.

So rapidly is the work growing that the

missionary seldom has time to preach to

the heathen directly, his time being

largely consumed in caring for the

Christians, visiting the churches for the

purpose of administering the sacraments,

strengthening and directing them, over-

seeing native agents, instructing helpers

and students for the ministry and gener-

ally supervising the work. Preaching
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directly to the he&then is done chiefly

by the natives. And they do it well.

The Korean Christians are home mis-

sionaries, zealous in carrying the message

of salvation to others.

A Record of Self-Support.

V
BY REV. J. Z. M OORE.

The greatest gain of the year in Pyeng

Yang District has been in self-support.

When one thinks of their lack of riches,

together with the fact of a hard year

and their lack of training in Christian

giving, it is really wonderful, the way
the Christians give for the support of

their church. To analyze the amount for

self support, I find that for church build-

ing and repairs they have given yen 1490.

For other local expenses, such as heat,

light, etc., they have given yen 721 ;
for

preachers’ salaries yen 675.90 ;
for Bible

Society yen 8.90 ;
for the poor yen 52.80;

making a total for the church of yen

2938.60. For Sunday-school papers and

the Christian News they have paid yen

87.75, aud for their day schools yen 257 .50

for teachers’ salaries and yen 252.90 for

buildings
;
making a total for schools of

yen 510.40, and a grand total for church,

Sunday-school, and day schools of yen

3536.75. Compared with the amount

given last year, yen 803, I find that, while

the membership has increased 100^, the

giving for self-support has increased over

4°°Jo' There are eight paid helpers on

the work. Three and one half are paid

by the Missionary Society, and four and

one half by the native church. There
should be one more helper, and I hope
the time is not far distant when all can
be paid by the native church.

From Far to Learn.

BY MISS H. P. ROBBINS.

Last fall, although the class was held

in December, we had enrolled from the

various circuits one hundred and thirty

women. One woman came all the way
from Soo Moo, 820 li (273 miles) from
Pyeng Yang to attend, but was taken
sick and could only meet with us two or

three times. Mrs. Morris found out the

morning she was starting back on her

long, hard trip in the bitter cold that she

had only money enough for one meal a

day
;
yet no word of complaint crossed

her lips—only sorrow that she was not

able to study more. Of course she was
helped at once and a more grateful wo-

man than she, is not often met.

This class was held for ten days
;
all

the ladies helping in the teaching. Ro-

mans, Ephesians, Gospel of Luke, Psalms,

Parables, and History of Methodism were

the subjects taught. This spring our

April class was somewhat smaller, owing

to the lateness of the date. However we
had enrolled one hundred women and in

some ways this class was the most satis-

factory of any we have had part in. The
women represented were of the better

class—the lame, the halt, and the blind

did not come, but only those who had

the heart and mind to study. We divid-

ed this class into three divisions, and

carried on the subjects begun in the

fall.

Promise to Let the Women

Come.

BY MRS. R. A. SHARP.

The last of September we found our

stores getting low so returned to Seoul

for fresh supplies. We remained over a

week, then started out again. On this

trip we visited our most southern point,

and an interesting place we found it to

be. Although no foreigner had ever

visited them they seemed awake and

earnest. After we had rested for a few

moments at the house of one of the
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Christian s they took us over to the church

,

a small building which had cost them

fifty cents, gold. After we had got our

boxes and cot in, there was room for

little else, and it was evident that while

we were there, services would have to

be held some where else. We got a

room large enough for the women as well

as the men, for up to this time they had

worshipped separately. We ‘put up one

of our curtains fora partition and told the

men to bring their wives and daughters.

ThejT came and some listened very atten-

tively. After the service I talked with

them and tried to persuade them that it

wa6 their privilege as well as the men’s

to believe in Jesus. Before coming

away I tried to make the men promise

that they would let the women come to

the services. They said they had no

room for them and that the women knew
nothing anyway. After exhorting for a

while they promised to let them come,

but on enquiring a few weeks ago I found

the men still held a monopoly of the

church. Apparently these brethren ex-

pect to get to heaven and leave the

women to struggle on alone. Some I

think will be disappointed. This was

one of the hardest trips I ever made, for

it was hard on both body and soul. The
mountains seemed to be endless. One
day we climbed seven. In other places

the women did not seem as anxious to

learn as I wanted them to be, but many
listened as I told the sweet old gospel

story, and I trust the hearts of some were

touched. With only one Bible-woman
on this great district,it*.has been impos-

sible to do half that should have been

done, but I did the best I could and am
willing to leave the results with God.

Seoul School Work.
BY MISS K. C. WAMBOLD.

My teaching in Miss Barrett’s girls’

school has been a pleasure. The Ko-

reans speak of the school with great re-

spect, and both Koreans and foreigners

are pleased with the progress made.

One third of the number of girls in the

school can play the organ, and we have

the organ Miss Strong left in the school

when she died. When school closed

about seventy Korean women were invit-

ed, the mothers andfriends of the girls,

to see specimens of their school work

and of their needlework.

The girls in the upper classes are desir-

ed for teachers in day schools, and it is

good to find them very desirous to teach

at the same time they wish not to give up

all studies themselves. Haysoo, a pupil

from Eui Ju, is teaching the girls’ day

school at the Central Church, and as it

is too far for her to go to Miss Barrett’s

school for study, I go once a week to

give her lessons in several subjects.

She studies well and makes good ad-

vancement.

Near the Severance Hospital we have

had a night school for young women. I

have spent a little time teaching them.

At the same place we have a small day

school for the daughters of the Sai Mun
An church people—at least it is support-

ed by them. The teacher is Ungdo, a

girl from Miss Barrett’s school. At the

closing exercises examinations were con-

ducted in the Chinese character, in

arithmetic, in the catechism, and in the

Gospels. The parents were present,

much pleased. Each of the men made

a long speech, saying the same things

men say at home when talking to

schools. But it was pleasant to reflect

that all this interest in the education of

girls was the result of the spread of the

Gospel.

Expansion Everywhere.

BY MRS. E. M. CABLE.

The past year has been a year of re-

joicing to the Koreans as well as one of

trial and sorrow
;
a year of rejoicing be-

cause of the numbers who have forsaken
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idolatry and turned to Christ
;
a \>ear of

trial and sorrow on account of the loss of

their country. We are also thankful to

God for all His past blessings and for

the privilege of working for Him in

Korea.

The work of the past year consists in

the fall and Spring itinerating trips over

the district. On the southern circuit the

work has not grown so much in numbers

but the Christians have been studying

carefully and have made a marked
growth. At one place a large room full

of women were waiting to receive their

examinations for baptism and it was such

a pleasure to examine them because they

were so well prepared. The old women
who could not read were ready to tell

how they believed from the heart. This

church has undergone severe persecu-

tion from the heathen but most of them
remained true. Again this spring most

of the places have been infested by rob-

bers and many have had money and

clothing taken from them besides re-

ceiving a hard beating. So while in one

respect it has been discouraging in an

other it has been encouraging. One new
church has been dedicated and another

new one built.

On the Inchun and Poopyong circuits

several new groups have sprung up and

many new members have been added to

the old groups. At Salmi a group hun-

gry for the Gospel always awaits our

coming, and to teach such a people is a

blessed privilege.

The Kangwha and Kyodong circuits

have perhaps made the greatest increase.

Two years ago the churches began to

awaken to their opportunities and this

spirit has continued at a greater speed

during the past year.

Several new churches have been built

by the Christians themselves. One
church was built without a cent of

money. One man gave straw for the

roof, another trees for the lumber, an-

other did the plastering and so on until

it was finished. Several churches that

were in the process of building last year

were dedicated. They are always anx-

ious that their little chapels should be

dedicated to the Lord. These chapels

were supposed to be built large enough

to accommodate those who would come
in later, but this spring when we visited

them again the churches would scarcely

hold those who gathered for service In

one new church alone 66 people received

baptism at one service and half of these

were women*. The Christians in the vil-

lage across the plain from Songa have

increased so rapidly that they decided

to establish a church of their own in-

stead of going 3 miles to meet with an-

other group. In this new group the

leading members are yangbans (gentle-

men) and one family especially has an

interesting history. The family includes

twenty members, from grandparents to

grandchildren. The old grandfather 76

years of age had been an invalid for over

five years. On our last trip the hoary

headed old man was baptized and since

coming home we hear that he is walking

about in much better health. He says

since he has received a new heart that

the Lord has also given him new physi-

cal strength, and since becoming a

Christian his blessings are beyond words

of expression. The grandmother 63

years old has been deaf for teu years. In

spite of her infirmity she was so happy

she could talk of nothing but their

changed condition of life and how with

one accord and one heart they were

serving Christ. The oldest son had had

nine concubines and was a very hard

drinker. When he decided to become a

Christian he put aside his numerous

wives, stopped his drinking, and even

threw away his tobacco and pipe. Now
his enjoyment is his Bible. In this same

village there are so many little girls that

a new day school is being started for
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them. In another village there is also a

school for girls, one of the young women
giving part of her time to teaching.

On Kangwha new churches have been

organized and the most blessed thing is*

from the first the women recognized the

fact that they must study.

At Kyodong a new church is being

planned, since the old one is far too

small to accommodate the people. In

the spring when we visited them several

came in from other villages to receive

baptism. The church was filled and

mats spread outside for those who could

not get in. One room full was baptized

then sent outside to make room for the

second crowd. And thus the work in-

creases all over the district. There has

been a wonderful turning to Christ.

One woman said to me “Before we be-

come Christians, we scarcely see outside

our gate, but since we have become

Christians we are allowed the privilege

of going to church and are given more

freedom in many ways.” After becom-

ing Christians they have the chance to

grow and develop mentally as well as

spiritually. A greater interest than ever

before is being taken in schools. Both

father and mother now think that it is

the proper thing for their daughters to

be educated. If there are no schools in

their villages they ask for one, if they

cannot get this then they apply to our

girls’ school in Seoul. This advance in

the line of study during the past year

means a greater knowledge of the Scrip-

ture and its truth and this leads to a

deeper spirituality.

We are living in a new age since

Christianity has come to Korea and it is

spreading so rapidly that in a few years

things will be entirely revolutionized.

Christianity is raiding the standard of

womanhood
;

it is causing the over-

throw of so many of their heathen cus-

toms that are demoralizing and is put-

ting a new spirit into the people.

We praise Him for the ingathering of

souls during the past year and for His

guiding hand.

Pak, The Priest.
BY REV. E. M. CABLE.

Chang Pong is one of the large islands

belonging to the Kangwha group. It

has four hundred houses, which means a

population of about two thousand souls.

One of our earnest Christian young men
from Kangwha city went here early in

the spring and began preaching, and has

been instrumental in getting seventy of

the four hundred homes to decide to be-

come Christian. To illustrate the

genuineness of his work, at the last

quarterly conference the people of the

island sent him with a resolution asking

that he be appointed to that island as

their preacher, they agreeing to furnish

all his food and clothes. This young

man is the class leader who repeated all

of Luke and Acts and the second chapter

of the Discipline in his examinations,

and it is not surprising that the Lord has

blessed his labors. He has been called

Pak Sin-bu (priest) because of his earn-

est Christian life. He was previously a

soldier, and while in the barracks he

was given the nickname because of his

moral and Christian life. I look for

great results from his work. “Surely

the isles shall wait for His law.”

Not Unpromising Now.

BY REV. C. A. CLARK.

Beginning November first Mrs. Clark

and I made three short country trips in-

to the territory south of Seoul. In De-

cember again we were out eighteen days.

All of these were a most pleasant sur-

prise to us, and from a missionary stand-

point were the brightest days we have

seen in Korea. We had heard that the

territory there was the most unpromising

in all Korea and always had been, but

during these two months it seemed to
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have been moved in a marvellous way by

His Spirit, until, as we went from place

to place, the whole country seemed alive

with interest.

Whole villages threw away or burned

their idols Men came several days

journey to meet us and beg us to visit

their villages. Magistrates of at least

two counties and the governor of North

Chung Chong Province sent men with

letters. The contagion seemed to have

spread to all classes, not merely to farm-

ers, but to the highest nobles. Where
heretofore books had been sold by tw s

and threes, they were now sold in jicki

loads. My helper in one month sent

four coolie loads of books down into the

territory. The greatest demand was for

hymn-books and Bibles.

Up till this year it has always been

difficult to make old helper Yi stay out

long periods in the country His age

and family ties made him stay close to

Seoul as much as he conld. He went

out November 7th., intending to visit

South Kang Won Province, but ran into

such a marvelous work in Umchook
county on this side of the river that he

stopped right there in that and the ad-

jacent counties for over two months

without coming up to Seoul at all, and

in that time he located over thirty new

believing villages. A great deal of the

work was built on a false idea of course,

for the people of South Kyeng Keui and

Chung Chong provinces have always been

notorious for their political societies.

Nevertheless there was much that was

genuine.

At Kwang Yun fair town I saw an

amusing, yet pathetic, illustration of the

society forming tendency. As we passed

through I noticed a flagstaff, such as

churches have, set up in the courtyard

of the village saloon. We stopped and

asked the owner if there was a church

there, and he said there was. On being

questioned, he said no foreigners or help-

ers had been there, but that a certain

man named Choi had gone up to Seoul

and heard the doctrine in Dr. Gale’s

church. He bought books, came back

home, told his neighbors what he had-

heard, and they formed themselves into

a church, electing Mr. Choi as their

“chairman.” They met regularly every

fifth day morning, market day, after all

the trading was over, and they read the

Bible and prayed as best they knew how.

Poor, groping souls ! eager for some-

thing, needing something, and yet not

knowing what it was, and no one had

yet come to teach them. They didn’t

even know there was anything incon-

gruous about prayer-meetings held in a

saloon.

About four years ago the Plymouth

Brethren made heavy inroads upon our

work in this territory. Several months

ago Mr. Brand and Sung Song the Jap-

anese leader went back to their respect-

ive home lands, leaving their people

unshepherded. In addition to all the new
believers, these also came clamoring to

us for guidance.

We held a class of eight days at Sai

Tu in December. There was an average

attendance of forty daily, and the last

Sunday over eighty, and the interest was

intense. At Soti there was a fine work

in progress. Nearly every idol in the

village had been burned, and a new

church bought entirely with native

money. The absolutely new work

around Moosootong in Umchook county

was most interesting, for, though some

of the leaders there were men who had

formerly crossed over to the Plymouth

Brethren, yet great numbers were quite

new believers fresh from the burning of

their idols when we saw them

.

Perhaps the most hopeful work how-

ever in all the field up to the time I sur-

rendered it to Mr. Pieters on February

first was around Magunkol. The work

there started three years ago with two
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houses has spread until from it at least

thirty villages were influenced with fully

two hundred people definitely calling

themselves Christians. There have been

all sorts of persecutions. The oldest

man in the village was tortured by a

neighboring rich man because the Christ-

ian dared to bury his mother as she had

requested in the ground which his family

has owned for years but which the rich

man wanted to seize by force for his

own. A poor widow was beaten insen-

sible by her drunken brother-in-law be-

cause she refused to allow her children

to sacrifice to their father, the drunk-

ard’s brother. The next oldest Christian

in the village was falsely accused by his

drunken heathen older brother of hav-

ing caused the death of the heathen

younger brother, and barely escaped pri-

son, which in Korea with such a charge

would have meant years of confinement

at the very least with small hope of

ultimate justice. In spite of all these

and scores of other things, the work has

grown and grown. There is a school

there now supported almost entirely bv

the Koreans.

A little trip I made there in Januarv

was to me one of the most pleasant sur-

prises of my life. I went to the same

house where I have always stopped.

Heretofore it has been dirty and gloomy

and the people, although eager to enter-

tain us, seemed to understand little of

the courtesies of life. This time the

room we stopped in had been newly

papered with clean white paper and

trimmed with brown, all beautifully

clean. Probably that man had never be-

fore in all his life lived in so clean a

room. Whether it was because of that,

or because of the influence which caused

that improvement, I don’t know; but

there was in every way more considera-

tion and less of rural boorishness than I

had ever seen before. In the evening
the room was packed and I saw a pretty
sight. The owner of the house, a big

rough farmer, has tried a number of

times since he believed to learn to read,

but he hasn’t succeeded very well. He
has a tiny little daughter, only six years

old. She has just learned how to spell

out the letters. When we sang in the

evening this little girl sat close up to her

father on the floor, singing from the

same book, and with one tiny finger she

followed the letters so her father would

not lose the place. It was a pretty

sight, that great shaggy farmer and the

wee little girl. Truly a little child shall

lead them. Before and after the meet-

ing all the children in the village sang a

number of songs for us. It was pathetic

to see the love and pride shining in the

eyes of the children’s parents. For the

first time in their lives they have an ab-

sorbing thought beyond eating, sleep-

ing, and working, and that thought of

Him is transforming and transfiguring

their lives.

Sam Chuk Dong was also interesting.

In that place for six years they have

never missed a night in meeting for

prayer and Bible study. At that place

we enrolled as a catechumen a little

blind girl who has had a most extraordi-

nary experience. From babyhood she

was trained, as most blind people in

Korea are, to be a sorceress. Some

months ago she began to feel that all the

stuff she was learning was false, and she

challenged her teacher to prove her pow-

er of second sight. The test failed, and

the little girl immediately rejected the

whole system and refused to have any

more to do with the business She was

ejected fiom her home and in a fair way

to starve when the Korean elder came

along, heard her story, and, as he had

no children, adopted her.
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